 
REMOTE MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 7.05PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr A Allen


Cllr G Gribble**/*

Cllr K Morgan-West

Cllr O Mills
Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr A Kerswell*
Cllr S Morgan*





**County Cllr

*District Cllr
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Mrs L Warren – Assistant to the Town Clerk

Miss N Elford – Onboarding Assistant to the Town Clerk
Two members of the public
FC.20/42. 
Apologies for absence:


Cllr U Arnold – Leave


Cllr E Kelly – Leave


Cllr J Arnold – Personal Commitment
FC.20/43.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:  None
FC.20/44.

Minutes:
i) The minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held on 28.6.20 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
ii) Update on matters arising from the Annual Town Council meeting:
a) Communications strategy adopted
Nothing further outstanding.

FC.20/45.
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
The meeting went out of session
FC.20/46.
Reports from Key Bodies:
i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) had issued a written report stating that the Churches have continued to be part of the community’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  He noted that churches are busy and are now open and following all social distancing guidelines..  Weekly online services have now stopped but will return for special irregular services when appropriate.  The report noted that Rev K Hooke will bring forward a new social wellbeing community project next year.
   
ii) Police – issued a written report for the August period stating that there were 30 crimes 
reported for Bovey including 9 assaults, 4 communications offences (e.g. letters/email of threat) and 3 for criminal damage.
The police asked for ideas on how they can be more connected to the town.
iii) Town, District & County Councillors:
DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on various items he has been dealing with including an update on the property in De Tracey Park and confirmed that other matters were of a confidential nature and could not be shared.
TDC Cllr Kerswell advised that planning meetings are taking place remotely and that she had attended 2 full days of virtual training. The first day on planning and the second on licensing and regulatory appeals.  She noted that there was nothing to report for Bovey with respect to Planning.
TDC Cllr Morgan commended the work of outgoing leader Gordon Hook and described the reorganisation that had taken place under the new leader. TDC will now have 2 Scruitiny and Overview meetings. Local government finances are uncertain but Cllr Morgan described the reassuring and connected approach that all necessary bodies were taking across the region in response to Covid-19.  

Cllr Morgan agreed to raise a request to consult on health on social services for Bovey, Liverton and Heathfield with TDC.
iv) Town Mayor’s Interests:  

Updated on the Active Travel support match funding requests;
1) Temporary Traffic Order – Abbey Road closure, during school pupil arrival/departure times. Volunteers have been identified and the traffic order has been requested for fast tracking in order for the pilot approach to be adopted from October.

2) One-way system in the town centre – To be considered by DCC.

3) Reflective markers in Accomodation Lane.  TDC to confirm ownership along the 


lane and solar studs feasibility is underway ahead of any appropriate funding 


rounds opening.

v) Other outside bodies: 
Cllr A Allen updated following the Information Centre Trustee meeting. The centre have received a small business grant of £10k from TDC, a fixtures and fittings grant from Tracy Almshouse Trust for £5k (against a total cost of £7k) and £200 from Cllr Kerswell’s community funds.  It was confirmed that the Information Centre would be the first tenant of the new Community Centre and would transition ready for 17th October when the Woodland Trust would be giving free trees and seeds to parish residents from the centre.

Cllr Gribble confirmed that there had been 9 requests for funding via the Exhibition Foundation Trust fund and as such each were provided with £150.
FC.20/47.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

Mrs S Morgan thanked the council for the green spaces approach.


Mr L Calder (Neighbourhood Watch) advised that the survey on trees ended 14th September and that he would bring comments to the next Rec and Park Committee meeting on 19th October

Mr P Beecher ( Residents’ Association) referred to two important annual events for Bovey residents; firstly the Rembrance Parade and secondly the Christmas lights. These items are on the agenda item 20/53
The meeting returned to session
FC.20/48.
Business Raised by the Public:  


No subsequent matters to resolve.
Committee Meeting Reports

FC.20/49.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 13.7.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
FC.20/50.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 7.9.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were 

received and were adopted.

Noted:

To review and become familiar with the new budgeting approach.
To volunteer to host the planned ideas virtual drop in sessions.

FC.20/51.
Planning & Environment Committee:
i) The minutes of the meetings held on 13.7.20. 7.9.20 and Recess report (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
(Ref. PL.20/60) Cllr Bradshaw referred to the approval of the former BCT Factory despite representations regarding the potential impact a 24/7 distribution centre may have on local residents.
(Ref. PL 20/67) Cllr Bradshaw referred to the approval of the Industrial Unit, Old Newton Road, Heathfield (Bovey Heath - old sandpit area) despite the representations made about the sensitivities of the site being adjacent to land that was of special scientific interest.
Recess Report - Cllr Bradshaw confirmed that there were no matters to bring to the meeting from planning applications reviewed outsde of committee.
It was also advised that the weight limits in both Mary Street car park and Station Road car park were incorrect and will be changed

FC.20/52.
Emergency Planning
Cllr Brooke asked Council to consider whether a local Emergency Plan should be progressed given last Winter’s flood and the Covid pandemic. If adopted the approach could provide greater community resilience.

Resolved: 
To agree in principle to progress development of a plan and to provide Councillors with additional information and templates.
To seek a volunteer to lead the initial work.
To share in the next Quality Update newsletter and seek volunteers.
FC.20/53
Events


Remembrance Service - Cllr Brooke advised a meeting had taken place to discuss options for the Remembrance Parade with Rev. Hamilton and also Mark Bailey. Two options were put to councillors to consider:

1) A limited physical event on Sunday 8th November
2) Pre-recorded event that could be streamed on Remembrance Sunday alongside the on-line service planned.
Resolved:

Option 1 was recommended and approved.

Christmas Lights - Following the Carnival Committee’s decision to not progress an event for the lights switch on due to Covid restrictions councillors were asked to consider if a public event should go ahead. 

Resolved:

It was confirmed by the Town Clerk that the Christmas lights would definitely go ahead  and Councillors agreed that no physical event should progress on Saturday 5th December but that a virtual event or alternative should be discussed with the carnival committee (e.g. Christmas trail, virtual countdown to lights switch, surprise switch on)
FC.20/54.
Bovey Tracey Community Centre:


i) A financial update was provided by the Town Clerk (cost report previously circulated)

ii) Members considered approving the contract payments/variations as appropriate (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved:


To approve the contract payments/variations as per the report.


Working Group Updates

FC.20/55.
Bovey Parish Covid-19 Action Group:


Cllr Brooke presented an update report (*copy previously circulated).  Members noted the work undertaken by the Bovey Parish Coronavirus Action Group (BPCAG).  Cllr Brooke advised that the group stood down after 5 months of valuable activity on 20.8.20.

The Town Clerk advised that there is £385 in the Hardship fund and that the process to allocate those funds will be considered at the next Finance, Resources and General Purposes Committee meeting on 2.11.20.

FC.20/56.
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


i) Cllr Bradshaw provided an update and advised that the document is complete and is out for consulation with the public and other consultees.  He noted the timescales and advised that the document should be available for consultation between 10th August and 27th September 2020.  To date 20 consultees had responded, 15 of which were independent residents. The resident responses were positive and supportive of the principles and structure of the plan.  

ii) Cllr Bradshaw confirmed that the NDP process should be complete no later than the end of September 2021.

Cllr Brooke thanked all those involved with the preparation of the Plan.
 .
FC.20/57.
Climate Emergency Bovey and Heathfield (CEBH) Group:


Cllr Mills advised that work continued on Plastic Free Bovey and the Cottage communication updates for residents. He also advised that the film 2040 that had originally been scheduled for a physical event in Bovey would now be made available virtually by Chudleigh.

Electric car charging point discussions continue including a possible option at the Cromwell subject to the new landlord’s support.


Food composting webinars will soon be made available from Chagford charity Proper Job.


There will be a socially distanced community litter pick on Sunday 27th September meeting at Mill Marsh car park at 11am.


Cllr Mills also confirmed that the Devon WildlifeTrust will be providing free trees and flowers to celebrate the new community centre on 17th October and 7th November. Cllr Brooks advised the meeting that 900 wildflower plant plugs had been planted over the weekend 19th/20th September at Bradley Road.

Cllr Mills advised the meeting that a new monthly update from Ben Reynolds on wildlife friendly gardens could create new website content for the residents.


The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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